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Appendix 3 

Drug Interactions of Antiretrovirals

Overview

This table covers the antiretroviral drugs (ARVs) considered the most common 

first-line and second-line ARVs in antiretroviral therapy (ART) regimens being 

used in sub-Saharan Africa in 2005. Interactions with these drugs are listed 

for medications that are suggested for use in palliative care in Appendix 2. In 

addition, some common drugs such as oral contraceptives are included.  

The table here is an abbreviated version of  Table 14.6 in A Guide to the 

Clinical Care of Women with HIV, 2005 Edition. The original drug 

interaction table has been modified to include primarily medications that are 

listed on the WHO Essential Medicines List or in Appendix 2. 

Health care workers are encouraged to consult their national ART 

programmes as well as the resources in Appendix 1 for the most up-to-date 

information on drug interactions.

Note: Additional drug interactions are possible. Please consult additional  
resources for updated information and when co-administering ARVs with drugs 
not found in this table. Resources include:

• Manufacturer labeling 

• Johns Hopkins HIV Guide at http://www.hopkins-hivguide.org 

• Drug Interaction Charts maintained by the University of Liverpool  
(http://www.hiv-druginteractions.org)

Adapted from Table 14.6 in Chapter 14: Pharmacologic Considerations in HIV-Infected 
Pregnant Patients, by Paul Pham, Pharm D, in: Anderson J, ed. A Guide to the Clinical Care of  
Women with HIV, 2005 Edition. Rockville, MD: Health Resources and Services Administration 
HIV/AIDS Bureau. Available at http://www.hab.hrsa.gov.

Authors
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Key to Table A3.1
 AUC = Area Under the Concentration Time Curve
 Cmax = Peak serum concentration
 Cmin = Trough serum concentration
 CrCl = Creatinine clearance
 TDM = Therapeutic drug monitoring

Time course: 
Delayed = maximal interaction occurring at 14 days
Immediate = interaction occurring immediately

Severity: 
Major =  Significant pharmacokinetic interaction. Avoid co-administration or  

use with specific dose adjustments.
Moderate = Can be co-administered with caution and possible dose adjustment.
Minor = Can be co-administered.
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