NHPCO National Data Set Survey
Alternate Methods for Calculating Length of Service

Average Length of Service (ALOS)

EXAMPLE: 5 patients died or were discharged in FY2006.

To Calculate:

Step 1: Arrange the total days of ‘5] File Edit ¥iew Insert Format Iools Data
care for each discharged patientina |; i 5 | soy | -
spreadsheet (such as Excel) as Qo E 3SR
follows: Bb T B 7
A = C |
Total Days
1 |Patient ID of Care
2 |Patient 1 20
3 |Patient 2 a0
4 |Patient 3 120
5 |Patient 4 3
b |Patient 5 7
Step 2: In a new cell, typ_e @ File Edit “iew Insert Format Tools Ds
“=AVERAGE(B2:B6)” This example :
assumes that your data areincells B2 i 1 | i [ W e
through BG; if your data were in B2 IF * X J & =AVERAGE(B2:BE)
through B130 then you would enter 2 B C
“=AVERAGE(B2:B130)". Then hit ‘Enter’ Total Days
to calculate the average. 1 |Patient ID G Care
2 [Patient1 | 20|=AVERAGE(B2:BE)
3 |Patient 2 80
4 |Patient 3 120
5 |Patient 4 3
B |Patients | 7l
Step 3: The average equals "48". 4] File Edit Wiew Insert Format Tools Data
So, your program’s average length > ;
of service would be 48 days. HRNGA" REEE NE= BN A N W S
2 - fe =AVERAGE(BZ:EBE)
A B C |
Total Days
1 |Patient ID of Care
2 |Patient 1 20 AB.D!
3 |Patient 2 a0
4 |Patient 3 120
5 |Patient 4 3
B |Patient 5 7
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Median Length of Service (MLOS)

EXAMPLE: 5 patients died or were discharged in FY2006.
To Calculate:
Step 1: Arrange the total days of 5] File Edit Wiew Insert Format Tools Data

care for each discharged patientina : = i i T "
spreadsheet (such as Excel) as Qo E 3SR

follows: B6 x . 7
A B C |
Total Days
1 |Patient ID of Care
2 |Patient 1 20
3 |Patient 2 a0
4 |Patient 3 120
5 |Patient 4 3
b |Patient 5 7
Step 2: In a new cell, type <) : ] :
“=MEDIAN(B2:B6)’ This example 4] File Edit Yiew Insert Format Tools Data
assumes that your data are in cells o N P T [ < W e N
B2 through B6; if your data were in IF + X « & =MEDIAN(BZ:BE)
B2 through B130 then you would A B C |
enter “=MEDIAN(B2:B130)". Then Total Days
hit ‘Enter’ to calculate the median. 1 |patient ID of Caris
2 [Patient1 | 20|=MEDIAN{EZ: BR) |
3 |Patient 2 a0
4 |Patient 3 120
5 |Patient 4 3
B |Patients [ 7l
Step 3: The median equals “20”. lﬂ_’l Eile Edit %iew Insert Format Tools Data
So, your program’s median length of . S i 7 e
service would be 20 days. RN R 1= R A -
CZ b & =MEDIAN{EZ. BR)
A B C |
Total Days
1 |Patient ID of Care
2 |Patient 1 20 20.01
3 |Patient 2 a0
4 |Patient 3 120
5 |Patient 4 3
B |Patient & 7
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