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Lawmakers Introduce Bill to Put Hold on Cut to Hospice Medicare Reimbursement
Bill Protects Nation’s Terminally Ill Hospice Patients
WASHINGTON, D.C., Sept. XX, 2008 – Last week, Reps. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), Jim Ramstad (R-Minn.) and Maurice Hinchey (D-N.Y.) introduced in the House of Representatives the Medicare Hospice Protection Act of 2008, which prevents a Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) rule that would effectively cut hospice Medicare reimbursement rates from going into effect for one year.  Sens. Arlen Specter (R-Penn.) and Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) are expected to introduce similar legislation in the Senate.  [Optional:  LOCAL MEMBER or SENATOR has signed on as a co-sponsor.]
“We welcome this bill and applaud the leadership of these members of Congress,” said [SPOKESPERSON and ORGANIZATION]. “This legislation protects [STATE’S] most vulnerable population – the terminally ill – and ensures hospice for future generations.”  
Earlier this year, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced that it will cut Medicare reimbursement rates for hospice, forcing many hospice providers across the country to either significantly scale back care at the bedside or to shut their doors altogether.  The rule alters the wage index adjustment by phasing out the budget neutrality adjustment factor (BNAF) that was applied to the hospice wage index in 1997 to minimize the disruption in beneficiary access to hospice services.  If implemented, such a reduction would cut hospice reimbursement by almost $2.2 billion nationally.  Average hospice reimbursement would be reduced from current levels by more than 4 percent nationwide, and by X percent in [STATE].  The Medicare Payment Advisory Committee (MedPAC) reported in June, 2008, that the average margin for hospices is 3.4 percent nationally.  The final rule, published in The Federal Register, is effective October 1, 2008.  
“CMS is trying to do through the back door what they can’t accomplish through the front, and that is cutting reimbursement to hospice.  Congress has held firm in understanding the compassionate care that hospice provides to patients and families,” said [SPOKESPERSON].
According to an independent 2007 Duke University study, hospice saves Medicare an average of $2,300 per patient, amounting to a total savings of about $2 billion a year.  

Considered to be the model for high-quality care for terminally ill patients, hospice focuses on caring, not curing, and, in most cases, is provided in the patient’s home. Hospice professionals are experts in providing pain and symptom management to the dying. Additional services include emotional and spiritual support to patients and their family caregivers as well as caregiver training. More than 1.3 million dying Americans received care from the nation’s hospice providers last year, a number that continues to rise.

A Gallup poll found that nine out of 10 Americans, if faced with a terminal illness, would want to remain in their homes and receive the services that hospice provides. In fact, more than 80 percent of hospice care in the U.S. is provided in the home. And patient satisfaction with hospice approaches 100 percent as shown by data collected from family caregivers.
Congress Should Preserve Hospice
Congress has historically rejected Administration requests to reduce the level of hospice reimbursement, realizing the harmful impact such cuts would have on care at the bedside.  “And this time is no different,” says [SPOKESPERSON]. 
Congress should act quickly to ensure the Medicare reimbursement is protected and those at the end of life have access to hospice care, before the October 1 implementation date.
Option 1 Quote – if local members are co-sponsors:

“We thank [LOCAL MEMBERS] for supporting this legislation and ensuring that high-quality hospice care remains an option for all who need these unique services and support,” said [SPOKESPERSON]. 
Option 2 Quote – if local members are not co-sponsors:

“We urge [CITIZENS OF STATE] to write or call their Congressional members and ask them to support this legislation to ensure that high-quality hospice care remains an option for all who need these unique services and support,” said [SPOKESPERSON].  
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